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COURTESY PHOTO

(Second from left) Pfc. Patrick O’Connor, now a 8th MP Brigade sergeant major, poses with fellow friends and MPs in front of a hi-
jacked Chinese airplane that landed at Camp Page airfield north of Seoul May 5, 1983. They were the first responders to a dangerous
international incident. More than 22 years later, O’Connor remains friends with KATUSAs he served with during his first tour in Korea.

For more KATUSA-American insight, see pages 8-9

Soldiers gain protection, comfort

B MPs get new
gear, billeting

Cpl. Sarah Scully
8th MP Brigade

MPs in Korea are start-
ing to wear new, im-
proved gear as part of the

recent issue handed out to

Soldiers throughout the
Army.

In addition to the im-
proved gear, Soldiers
heading to Warrior Base
for training will soon
have new barracks to stay
in — instead of old,

green Army tents.

The improvements are
all part of improving Sol-
diers’ safety, training and
standard of living.

Workers broke ground
on the $3 million project
consisting of four two-
story barracks and two

latrine blocks to replace
tents that currently house
up to 600 Soldiers.

MPs from the 94th MP
Battalion routinely have
training exercises at the
site, located just a few

See TRAINING, page 2
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From TRAINING, page 1

miles from the DMZ.

During the same time period
workers starting breaking ground
on the site, MPs throughout the
peninsula started drawing a partial
set of the new rapid fielding initia-
tive, including an advanced com-

bat helmet, flak vest, sunglasses, enlisted MP. “ The old gloves were

gloves and knee pads.

kind of cumbersome, and the new

“It’s long overdue,” said Capt. gloves are more feasible for what
Riakocs Adams, Long Range you have to do.”

Plans, 8th MP Brigade.

Only Soldiers deploying to Iraq

“The Kevlar’s more comfort- or Afghanistan will receive the en-

able,” said Adams,

a former tire RFI set.
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The Commander’s Corner is a
bi-weekly feature dedicated to
providing information to the 8th
MP Brigade community. This
issue, Command Sgt. Maj. Tom-
mie Hollins Sr. bids farewell to
his troops.

Col. Falkner Heard Il
Commander
8th MP Brigade

This is my last Com-
mander’s Corner during
the 30 months I have
watched over Soldiers in
the 8th MP Brigade, and |
want to give a final rec-
ognition to the Soldiers
who help the brigade suc-
ceed every day to make
us the best brigade on the
peninsula.

Through the efforts of
our officers, NCOs and
Soldiers, we exceed the
standards in all
“Watchdog” areas.

From giving the best
Army Physical Fitness
Test average on the pen-
insula to having a 97 per-
cent plus weapons quali-
fication on eight different
weapons systems, our
MPs and support staff are
ready to tackle any mis-
sion set before us.

We are truly prepared
to “fight tonight.”

Our Soldiers not only
excel at “Warrior” tasks,

Find the Truth

they’re also profession-
als, experts and responsi-
ble individuals.

The brigade has ex-
tremely low equal oppor-
tunity and Inspector Gen-
eral complaints, in addi-
tion to having one of the
lowest amounts of chap-
ters, court martials and
Article 15s in Korea.

With these statistics
alone, we superbly dem-
onstrate the Army values.

Through decades

and determination, our
Soldiers routinely show
the Republic of Korea
our perseverance, abili-
ties and core values each
and every day.

Jordan did it day in and
day out — just like the 8th
MP Bde. does, and that’s
what makes us the best.

We are consistent with
what we do.

Your consistency in  Those accomplishments
accomplishing would not be
these achieve- possible  with-
ments  shows out the over-
how valuable sight of ser-
you are to the geants  major
“Watchdog” within the bri-
organization. g )h gade.

If T -could No command

give you an ex-
ample of being
number one, you proba-
bly could relate with me
if I were to ask you who
you thought was the best
basketball player of all
time.

Most of you probably
would say Michael Jor-
dan.

He was not the best all
the time; however, he
could do something just
like the “Watchdog” bri-
gade does every day.

- . A
Command Sgt. Maj.
Tommie Hollins Sr.

sergeants major
or  sergeants
major in this brigade
works directly for me —
but their responsibility is
to give me their support.

Sergeants major, you
have done that 100 per-
cent and then some.

I can’t forget any of the

first sergeants, the
“workhorses,” who are
my favorite people.

They’re where the

“rubber meets the road.”
The first sergeants have

‘Watchdog 7’ bids farewell to troops

of
professional drive, skills

the opportunity to engage
with each and every Sol-
dier each and every day.

The first sergeant is the
first and last line of de-
fense for the unit.

But the real resources
in the brigade are the
“worker bees’ — our jun-
ior-enlisted Soldiers.

These Soldiers work
each and every day get-
ting the job done.

They do more than we
can imagine.

We owe them our pro-
fessionalism, our dedica-
tion and our motivation.

We, as leaders, must
ensure we treat them like
our own children.

It has been a fun ride
for me, and now it’s time
for me to ride that “dog”
somewhere else.

A great leader once
said that you must love
Soldiers with all of your
heart, all of your mind
and all of your soul.

You must give nothing
less.

May God bless you and
your families.

“Watchdog 7,” out.

Command Sgt. Maj.
Tommie Hollins Sr.
Command sergeant major
8th MP Brigade
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MPs beauti

Spc. Van M. Tran
§th MP Brigade

Dozens of Soldiers from
the &8&th MP Brigade
cleaned wup areas of
Yongsan during Pride
Week Nov. 1-4.

Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company
teamed up with the 94™
MP Battalion and the 14"
MP Detachment to clean
around the brigade area.

“Every year, Soldiers
pick up trash and any-
thing not growing, to
help Area II look a little
prettier,” said Staff Sgt.
Kenyatta Davis, HHC.

“It gives everyone a
chance to get out of the
office and do something
constructive for the envi-
ronment.”

MPs weren’t the only
ones who took part in
cleaning.

Throughout the week,
Soldiers all over Yongsan
could be seen wearing a
reflective vest, walking
around post cleaning any-
thing that needed it.

“It was actually nice to
get out of the office and
chit-chat while doing
something  productive,”
said Pfc. Chavon Vanson,
94" MP Bn.

Even though the clean
up went smoothly, Sol-
diers still felt there were
a few annoyances and
impediments to their

fy brigade headquarter

—

Spc. VAN M. TRAN

Pvt. Jung Mun-jin and Sgt. Hong Jung-mo, both from HHC, collectively tie off a full garbage bag for proper
disposal near the 8th MP Brigade headquarters during Area Il Pride Week Nov. 1-4 in Yongsan.

cleaning efforts.

“It was really frustrating
to finish raking an area as
leaves are falling from
the trees,” said Sgt.
Daniel Reed, 94™ MP Bn.

“It seemed like no mat-

ter how much we raked,
the wrath of the leaves
would never cease.”

Some of the most com-
mon items found were
cigarette butts, food
wrappers, plastic bags

and bottle caps.

“It makes me feel good
knowing that I did a
small thing to help
Mother Nature,” said Pfc.
Yoo Ji-hoon, 142" Mili-
tary Police Company.
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KATUSAS face Cultural challenges

Cpl. Jung Jung-woo
Sth MP Brigade

Republic of Korea army
soldiers wearing U.S.
uniforms work daily with
American Soldiers and
routinely face cultural
challenges.

The Korean Augmenta-
tions to the United States
Army are trained in ROK
army basic training and
sent to the U.S. Army.

When KATUSAs are

stationed with U.S. |

troops for the first time,

they often get confused in f

everything because they
usually have no experi-
ence of other cultures.

New KATUSAS, some-
times called baby
KATUSAs, especially
have lots of difficulties in
using English.

There is the immediate
language immersion —
English is no longer a
school subject, but a
work-place reality.

“It was difficult to un-
derstand what first ser-
geant says at the PT for-
mation in the morning,”
said Pvt. Oh Seo-joon,
14th  MP Detachment
supply clerk, who came
to the Army only a month
ago.

“I also had difficulty in
figuring out lots of mili-
tary words.”

Then there are the un-
knowns: expectations,

CPL. JUNG JUNG-WOO

(Right) Cpl. Min Shin-hong, KATUSA sponsor, helps Pvt. Kim Dong-min, 14th MP Detachment, press his

uniform to get ready for work.

job requirements and sur-
roundings.

The root of a young
KATUSA'’s career begins
at Nonsan where they
conduct basic training.

Upon completion of
basic training, KATUSA
privates then head north
for three weeks of Ad-
vanced Individual Train-
ing at Camp Jackson.

The training provides
new soldiers an insight
on the U.S. Army system;
however, it doesn’t focus
on their job training.

“At the KATUSA
Training Academy, I got
classes about how to get
familiar with the U.S.
Army system,” said Pvt.
Kim Dong-min, 14th MP

CPL. JUNG JUNG-WOO

Pvt. Oh Seo-joon, 14th MP De-
tachment, gets job training.

Det. administrative clerk.

Their senior KATUSASs
informed and taught new
privates about how the
U.S. Army operates and
the standards.

New KATUSAs learn
how to shine their boots
to a bright glow and press
their battle dress uni-
forms to a wrinkle-free
crease.

For all new KATUSAs,
their ride through mili-

tary service begins at the
ROK army staff office in
order to study some on-
the-job training.

After two weeks of in-
tensive  training, new
KATUSAs are finally
prepared to join their sec-
tion or platoon.

Even though the learn-
ing process is a steep one,
KATUSAs realize the
importance of their mis-
sion to their country.

“KATUSAs are the
only ROK army soldiers
working in the U.S.
Army, so we represent
the ROK army,” said Oh.

“I want to learn every-
thing about being a moti-

vated soldier and staying
fit,” said Oh.
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Friendship endures culture, time

B Former KATUSAsS,
current Soldier reflect
on experiences, insight

Cpl. Sarah Scully
8th MP Brigade

The first things Pfc. Park Jin no-
ticed about the new MP were his
shorn head, green duffle bag and
hardcore attitude.

More than 22 years later, that MP
still has closely shorn hair, green
duffle bags and a hardcore attitude.

Sgt. Maj. Patrick O’Connor, S3,
8th MP Brigade, served with Park
as a private first class during his
first tour in Korea.

Two decades and four tours later,
he’s back in Korea and still main-
tains a close friendship with two of
his KATUSA buddies.

Arriving in the chilly mountains
of Camp Page north of Seoul in
1983, O’Connor soon became
friends  with
Park and Choi
Jung-ho, an-
other  private
first class in the
same unit.

Quickly learn-
ing how to
make ryomon,
O’Connor and
the KATUSAs
shared cultural
knowledge about their countries.

They spent all their time together
— working as MPs on the often
intoxicated front lines of Chun
Chon, an area similar to Itaewon,
and hanging out as friends after
work.

Sgt. Maj.
Patrick O’Connor

Page 7, Southern Star, Sept 15, 1983

People

KATUSA goes from jeep painter to linguist

by Linda Spillane

CHUNCHEON As PFC Park, Jin
started another routine day as an MP
here, he had little inkling the
attention of the world would be
focused on this small post in the
mountains north of Seoul.

But as the day unfolded, Park
would play a feature role in an
international scenario.

His interpretive effort shall remain
a big incident in his life, he
suspects, and has earned hima U. 8.
Army Achievement Medal he received
during a eceremony at Camp Page
recently.

Linguist sought

Bridging worlds and ideologies in crisis

“Then the leader of the hijackers,
Tak-— —who looked older than the
other hijackers 1 saw made a
formal statement, a writlen message
listing demands, ” related Park, 24,
Seoul.

“He wanted the security of the
airplane, assurance the plane and it s
passengers, exeept for the hijackers.
would go back to Red China safely,
and a meeting with Taiwan Embassy
officials as soon as possible. He also
requested lunch for 105 people which
kept the mess hall very busy,” he
recalled.

“I was able to tell them we'd work
to meet their list and then asked them

“I was painting jeeps in the MP
motor pool when an urgent call came
in from the MP desk. They were
looking for anyone who could speak
Chinese io renpet § distoly tn ithe

if they needed anything else.

“I was thinking about ihe child

who was a passenger. And they said

they needed hot water for the child.
“At one point while [ interpreted,

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

A military newspaper called Southern Star published an article Sept. 15, 1985 detailing the
achievements of then Pfc. Park Jin during the Chinese airplane hijacking.

That friendship took another step
May 5, 1983 when the MPs faced
an even more difficult challenge
— serving as the first responders
to a hijacked Chinese airplane that
had landed at Camp Page’s air-
field.

Park spoke Chinese and helped
translate between the hijackers and
local officials.

It’s one of those memories they
still talk about decades later when
they meet up again.

Only now, all three soldiers have
families and years of experience in
successful businesses.

Park worked as a Korean televi-
sion producer and now helps run a
private business. Choi is a general
manager of 63 City Corporation.

The only MP still in the military
is O’Connor, but when they sit
down together, all the years apart

disappear as they remember youth-
ful antics. To them, the experi-
ences they shared are invaluable.

The KATUSAs and American
found a way to not only work to-
gether successfully, but to nurture
a friendship that overcame cultural
differences and years apart.

So what do they have to say to
the current KATUSAs and Ameri-
can Soldiers?

“If you are not ready to under-
stand each other, there are going to
be serious problems,” said Park.
“KATUSAs nowadays don’t get
together with the GI Soldiers as
much as they used to.”

If KATUSAs and Soldiers don’t
bond by spending time together
and creating experiences, “they
won’t have as much of a long-term
relationship as we’ve had,” said
Park.
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Quotes irom the Doghouse

Why is Veteran’s Day
so important?

“The fallen Soldiers sacri-
ficed for world peace. We
as soldiers need time to
honor their sacrifices.”

Pfc. Jun Woo-joo
HHD, 94th MP Battalion

“Soldiers
freedom of countries. It is
time to honor the fallen
Soldiers.”

sacrificed for

Spc. Nicole Horton
HHD, 94th MP Bn.

“We honor fallen Soldiers,
and Soldiers that previ-
ously served in the mili-

tary.”

Spc. Richard Ray
14th MP Detachment

“We have always remem-

bered the fallen Soldiers
who sacrificed for us.”

Spc. Frederick Baxter
8th MP Brigade

MPs donate $12.000 to relief fund

The Military Police sented Rosemary Dow,

Regimental Associa- an American Red
tion Green members Cross representative,
donated a with  the
$12,000 check.
check Oct. “The Ko-
26 to the rean peo-
American ple have
Red Cross been very
Katrina Donation generous,”
Relief Fund. said Dow.

On behalf of the “On behalf of the
MPRA members, Brig. Katrina victims,” said
Gen. (Ret.) Seong Dow, “I thank you
Hwan-ok — a former from the bottom of my
ROK Army MP — pre- heart.”

Saiety Iniormation

Sexual harassment is a problem in the workplace
that can decrease morale and mission success, in
addition to harming the victim and violating Army
ethics.

Army Regulation 600-20 governs sexual harass-
ment and states that:

B Sexual harassment is not only the commander’s
responsibility — it’s the responsibility of every
Soldier.

B Soldiers should attend Prevention of Sexual
Harassment training every other quarter.

B [eaders should ensure that victims do not suf-
fer any reprisals for reporting the harassment.

For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Eugene Jackson, 8th MP Brigade equal opportu-
nity advisor, at DSN 738-5531.

Force Protection Information

To call the U.S. Forces Korea Civil Gathering
Hotline, dial 115 when on post. If in Seoul dial 02-
7914-3004 for Yongsan’s military police.
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New Soldiers

94th MP Battalion
Staff Sgt. Lanette Martin, 31B
728th MP Battalion

Sgt. Corey Douglass, 31E

Q- _?" )
B For more information, contact the
Ist Replacement Company at Yongsan.

Quotes irom the Doghouse
AFT 9] o] F2F
ol FAAUN?

Upcoming Events

Veteran’s Day holiday................. Nov. 11-14
552nd MP Company FTX............ Nov. 12-22
55th MP Company EXEVAL........Nov. 16-20
728th MP HHD COC..................... Nov. 16
188th MP Company FTX............ Nov. 19-22
Korea National Testing Day............. Nov. 23
728th MP Bn. Safety Stand-down......Nov. 23
Thanksgiving holiday................. Nov. 24-27
728th MP Bn. LFX................ Nov. 28-Dec. 2
8th MP Brigade COR...................... Dec. 5
57th MP Company EXEVAL.........Dec. 6-10
94th MP Bn. LFX....................... Dec. 15-21
HHC Christmas party..................... Dec. 16

Christmas holiday...................... Dec. 24-27

9y A9F

“=7Ee] A E flE Be
o] AT AFle
& 2™ RS S 7187
A F ATk

Pt ANG EFHIST
B0 2RE A S5

=78l oF gyt

Fee @
=
= o
= -
Al




